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PACIFIC NORTHWEST FAMILY LIFE NEWS AND NOTES 


ARTHUR Department Editor 
Oregon College Education, Monmouth, Oregon 


The Oregon Coordinating Council Social Hygiene 
and Family Life will hosts the National Council 
Family Relations when the group meets Eugene Au- 
gust 1958. 


Theodore Johannis, Jr., University Oregon, has 
been elected secretary the National Council Family 
Relations and will chair the council’s membership develop- 
ment committee this year. 


Lester Kirkendall, Oregon State College, will 
sabbatical leave this year. This past summer Professor 
Kirkendall conducted workshop masculine-feminine 
roles Oregon State College, workshop family life 
education Central Washington College Education 
and workshop for family life teachers the Hayward 
(California) Union High School District. 


Mrs. Katherine Read, Oregon State College, will at- 
tending the biennial meeting the National Association 
for Nursery Education Cincinnati, October 9-12, 1957. 


Due student demand, Sociology 338 (Marriage and 
the Family) will offered two quarters instead one 
this year the Oregon College Education. 


Emma Harris, School Home Economics, State 
College Washington has returned from semester 
sick leave. She will devote one-half time research and 
planning study personality development the pre- 
school child. 

Ivan Nye the State College Washington be- 
ginning extensive analysis the social relationships 
and adjustment employed mothers. 


Data has been obtained from 3,800 junior and senior 
high school students one rural and three urban schools 
the State Washington for study the prospects for 
youth community service projects. This project was ini- 
tiated the Department Rural Sociology the State 
College Washington upon request and with the support 
the Washington Agricultural Extension Service. One 
phase the study will analyze the relationships between 
family values and various types parent-child relation- 
ships seen the child, and the nature the social de- 
velopment the child reflected attitudes, patterns 
social activity and occupational and educational plan- 
ning. Walter Slocum and Mrs. Carol Stone the 
Department are working the study. 


Virginia Larson, M.D., formerly Seattle, now 
the staff the Mental Health Research Institute Fort 
Steilacoom, Washington. She currently working with 
children admitted the Western State Hospital for diag- 
nosis and treatment. 

“The Family Talks Over” was the theme special 
workshop parent-teenage relations held recently 
Lake Cowichan, B.C. The workshop, sponsored the 
Lake Cowichan Kiwanis Club, was conducted the Brit- 
ish Columbia Division the Canadian Mental Health 
Association. The proceedings the conference are 
summarized the “White Cross Newsletter,” published 
the Davison the Canadian Mental Health Asso- 
ciation, East Broadway, Vancouver 10, B.C. 

Miss Amy Wold, Montana State College, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Raymond Troyer, Eastern Montana College Edu- 
cation, participated this past summer the University 
Chicago’s parent education workshop, “Parenthood 
Free Society.” 

Bruce Brown Montana State University and his 
wife were part the Pacific Northwest’s delegation the 
National Council Family Relations meetings Purdue 
University this past August. 

The Division Household and Applied Arts Mon- 
tana State College conducted its seventh annual Family 
Life Conference June 27-July The conference was under 
the leadership Professor and Mrs. Ernest Osborne Co- 
lumbia University and dealt with the general theme, “Mak- 
ing the Most Human Relations.” 

The University Nursery School and Kindergarten 
the Home Economics Department Montana State Uni- 
versity Missoula opening this fall new and spacious 
quarters, designed especially for preschool education pur- 
poses, the ground floor the University’s new Women’s 
Center Building. Coming M.S.U. this fall head 
teacher the University’s nursery school will Miss 
Lorna Paine, specialist child development and nursery 
education, formerly with the nursery school Colorado 
State University. Miss Artie Dawes remains head teacher 
the M.S.U. kindergarten. 

Mrs. Vanetta Lewis, formerly home demonstration 
agent Montana, will the new home economics teacher- 
trainer Montana State University this fall. She will 
foster the growth and development the study family 
living Montana high schools. 
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WHERE PARENTS FOR HELP* 


University Oregon 


University Texas 


any intelligent planning provide family services 
for children, two questions must first answered: (1) 
How often does parent feel the need for help dealing 
with his children? (2) whom will distressed parent 
turn for help? Probably all persons who deal with such 
problems operate the assumption that there great 
deal need and that there are not sufficient resources. And 
probably this true. But since the provision resources 
economic well therapeutic problem, one can 
decide wisely how much what kind help provide 
only the extent the need known. Otherwise, fruit- 
less conflicts for funds develop which the criterion 
not the need served, but who render help. This 
invariably leads wasteful duplication services. 

There are not many reliable data the extent parent 
needs. Though perhaps they should not have been, the 
present investigators were surprised when this defect 
became apparent them. was their expectation that 
the literature would abound with information. What was 
found, instead, the generally reiterated opinion that 
there great deal need plus figures the use-rates 
different kinds service agencies. For example, 
reporting that and his associates found about per 
cent the families St. Paul, Minnesota suffering from 
maladjustment some sort, said that “No similar national 
data regarding maladjusted persons and families ever have 
been collected” and also that “The St. Paul rate 102 
maladjusted families out every 1,000 the community 
small proportion the psychoneurotic and emotionally 
unstable personalities the 

Another illustration the study Mangus and 
who found, Miami County, Ohio, about per 
cent the school children showing evidence some dis- 
turbance behavior personality, and, addition, 
about per cent the children involved some form 


The present report based upon study undertaken with the 
aid grant the Brown Trust for the study attitudes 
and beliefs parents concerning child rearing. preliminary ver- 
sion the paper was presented the Pacific Northwest Conference 
Family Relations, Whitman College, March 22-23, 1957. 

Buell, and Associates, Community Planning for Human Serv- 
ices. New York: Columbia University Press, 1952, 237. 

272. 

Rural and Semi-Rural Area Ohio,” Arnold Rose (ed.), 
Mental Health and Mental Disorders: Sociological Approach. 
New York: Norton, 1955, pp. 203-214. 
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delinquent activity. They conclude that between 5,000 
and 10,000 persons county 52,600 persons need 
“professional counseling services,” truly staggering 
number. 

These figures are sharp contrast, however, with the 
picture one gets from the Washington State Sickness Sur- 
vey* which reveals that for all age groups about per cent 
all visits physicians were for mental problems; the 
figure for well-baby care and miscellaneous child prob- 
lems might come another per cent. Since the informa- 
tion came from physicians, cannot, course, represent 
conditions the community large. 

Finally, Wollins® and his group the University Cali- 
fornia, survey community needs, found that per 
cent them knew someone looking for help connec- 
tion with well-baby care problems. 

None these studies especially informative about 
what the use-rates might under different community 
circumstances, nor they tell us, beyond providing 
lower bound, how often parents would like have help. 
For effective social planning, important know just 
how much “lot” is. 

The data presented the present report are drawn from 
larger research progam designed get synoptic view 
what parents did and felt with regard various aspects 
child rearing. The primary purpose was obtain data 
which would allow comparison with the studies Davis 
and the University Chicago and those 
and his colleagues Harvard University; 
those studies the relation between social class status and 


Standish, Seymour, Jr., Blair Bennett, Kathleen White, and 
Powers, Why Patients See Doctors: Results the Washington 
Sickness Survey. Seattle, Washington: University Washington 
Press, 1955. 

Wollins, Martin, Welfare Problems and Services Berkeley, 
Report the Community Study. Berkeley, 
California: Berkeley Council Social Welfare and School Social 
Welfare, 1954. 

Havighurst, Robert and Allison Davis, Comparison the 
Chicago and Harvard Studies Social Class Differences Child 
Rearing,” American Sociological Review, (August, 1955), pp. 
438-442. 

Sears, Robert R., Eleanor Maccoby, and Harry Levin, Pat- 
terns Child-Rearing. press. See also, Eleanor Maccoby, 
Patricia Gibbs and the Staff the Laboratory Human Devel- 
opment, Harvard University, “Methods Child-Rearing Two 
Social Classes,” Readings Child Development William 
Martin and Celia Burns Stendler, New York: Harcourt Brace and 
Company, 1954. 
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child rearing matters was investigated. preliminary re- 
port these results has already been given.® 

inquiry concerning the felt needs parents deal- 
ing with their children, and what they did would like 
satisfying such needs, formed part that study. 
these data which are being reported here. 

Since “non-clinical” sample was desired, was drawn 
from the population parents Eugene, Oregon. few 
more than 200 families were selected from the files the 
then current pre-school census and the elementary school 
records. each these families both the father and mother 
were interviewed; therefore, when reference made 
male and female data, family concordance involved even 
though the data have not been analyzed pair pair. There 
every reason believe that the sample was reasonably 
good one. variety independent tests, has been 
established that the respondents are representative the 
parents Eugene. For example, preliminary calcula- 
tion was estimated that chance would yield eight mem- 
bers the University faculty; that number was obtained. 
Similarily, was estimated that one Jewish family would 
appear the sample; exactly that number was drawn. 
the other hand, there one serious bias which could not 
controlled; Catholics are seriously under-represented. 
While the pre-school census tapped this religious segment, 
the large enrollment the Eugene Catholic parochial 
school system was not represented the school-record 
figures that were used. Consequently, the study has high 
Protestant bias. 

Interviewing was conducted number mature 
women all whom underwent training program. 
addition general discussion the objectives the 
study and demonstration interview which they had 
record, they conducted five field interviews which were 
discarded. the basis these preliminary interviews, 
which were systematically discussed with them, the final 
selection interviewers was made. 

The interview schedule began with large number 
attitude-type items dealing with various problems; then 
came “what did you do” section; finally, there was 
demographic, personal information section. About two 
thirds the way through the interview, the questions per- 
tinent the present investigation appeared. They are 
follows: 

Parents sometimes feel that they would like get 
some help advice information about dealing with 
their children. Have you ever felt this way? Never, occa- 
sionally, often. 

Have you felt this way just recently, some time ago, 
quite some time ago? (This was asked only those 
who answered affirmatively question one.) 

you needed help now, where, whom, what 
would you turn for such help? 

Now which the following you think you 


Moore, Robert A., Richard Littman, and John Pierce- 
Jones, “Child-Rearing Function Social Class,” paper pre- 
sented the Western Psychological Association meeting, Eugene, 
Oregon, May, 1957. 


might turn? (Respondents were then shown card 
which the following groups were 


Books Social Worker 
Magazines Anything else 
Psychiatrist Friends 

School Nurse Health column 
Doctor newspaper 
Minister Priest Relatives 
Psychologist Teacher 


(Still looking list; those answering question 
affirmatively were asked). which them have you 
actually gone? 

(Still looking list) Now, just one more question 
along these lines. Which these would you say was the 
most helpful and which was the least helpful? 

This section the study has one serious deficiency 
which should mentioned this time. What should have 
been obtained, absolute minimum, was information 
about whom parents would for what reasons. This 
would have permitted more thorough understanding 
the results than can now provided. future study along 
these lines would far toward clearing number 
important questions raised the present investigation. 

The results will presented taking the questions 
the order the questionnaire; comments will made 
required. Percentages have been rounded off because the 
order magnitude the only important thing about 
them. 

all odds, the most important question is, “How many 
people indicated that they ever did feel the need for help?” 
This can best understood noting how many said they 
didn’t need help; almost half, exact, per cent 
the respondents, said they didn’t need help. But this doesn’t 
give clear picture what must the household. 
the responses are broken down sex, develops that 
while per cent the mothers say they have always been 
self-sufficient, per cent the fathers indicate that they 
have never felt the need for help. So, twice many fathers 
mothers report they have never required outside aid. 

What about the parents who indicate they had such 
positive feelings? About per cent the mothers indi- 
cate occasional need while per cent the fathers 
did. While these responses leave very few people 
fall into the “often” category, there are more mothers 
there than fathers; about per cent all mothers against 
only per cent the fathers. 

The response this item reveals what probably the 
most important finding this study—a finding which 
tends confirm great deal lore and knowledge. The 
difference between mothers and fathers incomparably 
greater than for any other grouping that may made 
the respondents, e.g., age, education, politics, socio- 
economic status. result, all subsequent data will 
reported separately sex. might noted advance, 
however, that for the most part, the “no problem” re- 
spondents are discarded (as, course, shall), sex 
differences are substantially reduced. 
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The second question, dealing with the recency need, 
was asked only those who indicated they had ever felt 
some need. Here again, sex differences emerge. Almost 
per cent the mothers indicated that their need had been 
recent while this was true for only per cent the fathers. 
contrast with this, the further back time one goes, the 
higher goes paternal concern. While per cent the 
mothers felt need “some time ago,” per cent the 
fathers felt the need “some time this not, course, 
statistically significant difference. When the answer, 
“quite some time ago” considered, the results are 
per cent for mothers and per cent for fathers. Some 
the subjects insisted upon qualifying their answers 
saying they felt the need intermittently, rather than just 
now some time the past; this respect, fathers and 
mothers were equal, about per cent. 

The interesting reversal these patterns for fathers and 
mothers suggests, perhaps, the oft discussed change the 
father’s role his children grow older. The present data 
indicate that older fathers favor “some time ago” over 
“recently” two one margin, while the pattern for 
mothers the opposite direction almost the same pro- 
portions. But until analysis can completed which 
relates this the number children the family, 
advisable withhold judgment the age factor. 

general then, for these two questions evident that 
either fathers feel good deal more self-reliant dealing 
with their children else they are less disposed than 
mothers reveal their doubts and anxieties strangers. 
any case, they certainly present more “favorable” pic- 
ture themselves. Since one can conjure many 
mechanisms support oppose the assertion that the 
fathers were distorting the true state affairs more than 
the mothers, are reluctant comment these data. 
Nevertheless, was the impression most the inter- 
viewing staff that fair amount deliberate deception 
contained these figures, indeed, probably true for 
most survey-type investigations. This true, the way, 
for both mothers and fathers, but perhaps more for 
fathers. For example, how much can anyone our society, 
especially man, reveal strange female who inquires 
about his personal home life when she doesn’t even wear 
the garb professional, like teacher physician? 

The remaining questions deal with parental practices 
and preferences with regard whom they and would 
for help well evaluation who provided the 
most and the least 

the first preference question, spontaneous replies were 
sought; what kinds individuals would named without 
any hints? After their reply this free question, respond- 
ents were given card listing various kinds persons and 
agencies. 

The outstanding thing about the spontaneous responses 
that physicians account for about per cent the 
answers for women and per cent for men, difference 
which not statistically significant. For both men and 
women, the next most frequent source mentioned friends 
with value about per cent. The remainder the 
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categories are about per cent except for miscellaneous 
for the men, which runs somewhat higher than friends. 
Needless say, the superiority choices physician 
over any the other alternatives statistically significant; 
the same time, the other categories not differ sig- 
nificantly among themselves. 

Higher order cross-tabulations have not been completed 
yet, but there not seem any striking deviations 
from these patterns except for hint that recently married 
parents refer somewhat more often physicians. 

Now, what happened when there was list containing 
the various sources: books, doctor, friends, health column 
newspaper, magazines, minister priest, psychiatrist, 
psychologist, relatives, school nurse, social worker, 
teacher? 

First all, there great increase the sheer num- 
ber preferences; jumps from total 509 (about 
1.2 per respondent) 1261 (about 3.1 per respondent). 
The methodological implications this less free procedure 
for survey research are almost self-evident. 

The primary concern here whether there has been any 
change the ordering rankings these different 
sources. For example, are physicians still the leading source 
help? What happens, relatively, the other groups? 
First all, there drop about per cent for 
physicians, which quite significant statistically. some 
extent, however, this may artifact, because the way 
which respondents were requested answer this item 
implied that they should list whom else they might go. 
However, where has this “loss” gone? has gone primarily 
teachers and nurses (who have been lumped together, 
though, for the most part, consists teacher responses) 
and communication media. Both rise from about per 
cent about per cent. the same time, recourse 
friends drops somewhat, while all other categories show 
slight increases except for the miscellaneous category which 
vanishes. 

This most suggestive finding. implies that group 
our society which almost intimately involved with 
children parents are—the teacher—does not occupy 
place “on the top the parents’ heads,” speak—a 
reminder needed. The rise reference communica- 
tion media may thought somewhat the same terms. 
Neither teachers nor newspapers are primarily categorized 
parents aids their relations with children; but they 
can and serve such functions, and this can brought 
out special probing. 

While useful know where parents would like 
for help, even more useful know where they 
for help. response the question designed yield 
information resources actually used, one finds, again, 
that physicians are the leaders with per cent our re- 
spondents listing them. Surprisingly close next source 
are the communication media, with figure per cent; 
how much this represented such persons Spock 
and similar writers would most interesting know. 
Other trained and personal come next with about per 
cent each and sadly bringing the rear are psychologically 


trained workers and religious leaders with 3.5 per cent and 
per cent respectively. 

The last item this section the questionnaire dealt 
with the quality the help obtained from these various 
sources. Let consider first the positive side. Here again 
physicians lead, and they have their greatest lead all, 
with figure per cent; interestingly enough there 
great split sex, with fathers listing physicians per 
cent the time while mothers list them only per 
cent. But, even more significantly, these figures exceed 
the actual usage disposition use physicians. Next 
comes communication media with figure about per 
cent and other trained (nurses and teachers) per cent. 
The remainder are less than per cent. 

Now, who provided the least help? this there 
question; friends and relatives, and communication 
media account for more than four-fifths all mentions 
here with per cent for friends and relatives and per 
cent for media. Paradoxically, communication media are 
the second most helpful and the second least helpful, 
though they are listed more often unhelpful than 
helpful. 

many ways, the meaning these results self-evi- 
dent. shall consider them relation number 
problems, however, order point more sharply their 
implications for the many persons who deal with parents 
and with whom parents, too, must deal. 


There great need jor help! This two-edged 
finding that can used for quite opposed practices. 
will recalled that per cent the respondents indi- 
cated that they never felt the need for help. From one 
point view, this may regarded indication that 
roughly half the parents Eugene feel self-sufficient 
and that things are really not too bad. But one might also 
use argue that more than half the parents reveal that 
they can use help, and that this really ominous figure 
considering the services provided ade- 
quately trained personnel that most communities are able 
offer. Whether one prefers “cry havoc” “look 
the bright side,” there clearly substantial need the 
sort which most workers the field believe should met 
trained individuals. 

How prepared are provide the services that are 
needed? one looks this from the point view the 
problem confronting the medical profession, the enormity 
the problem can readily appreciated. The Washing- 
ton Sickness Survey resulted estimate that every 
person went see physician about five times year. 
While this average figure and probably involves 
enormous frequencies for some people and zero fre- 
quencies for others, significant figure look at. 
includes illnesses and other medical disorders running 
from trivial things like the sniffles massive surgical and 
pharmacological therapy; from well-baby care institu- 
tional commitment proceedings. 

Imagine, you can, that there existed for the per 
cent our mothers who confess some need for 
facilities comparable the physician and medical clinic 


which are available almost every community this 
country. If, addition, one considers that existing 
facility ignites need—even when doesn’t render 
especially good service, like chiropractics—it reason- 
able guess that figures this magnitude, five visits per 
year per average mother, would easily surpassed. Such 
prediction means that there waits veritable flood 
persons helped. 


Probably there are hundreds thousands persons 
with varying degrees skill who presently provide help 
parents. But becomes almost inconceivable task 
one thinks training such vast numbers the complicated 
ways counselling, and suggests that variety 
compromises will surely have made. 


Fathers and mothers don’t have the same problems! 
While per cent the parents, taken group, indi- 
cated they were self-sufficient, when the reports fathers 
and mothers are considered separately, most significant 
finding appears. Only per cent the mothers report 
self-sufficiency contrast with per cent the fathers. 
This means that seven out every ten households, 
Eugene least, one parent, the mother, has expressed 
need for help. Though our data have not been analyzed 
further along these lines, most likely that there are 
many households where the father reveals need for help 
while the mother does not. Consequently, quite likely 
that good deal more than per cent the households 
Eugene with children them could benefit from trained 
help. So, even though fathers may not likely indi- 
cate they need help, large majority them live homes 
where the wife does indicate. 


what does this mean terms family dynamics? 
Does suggest that fathers are obtuse insensitive 
their children? think not! our judgment, reflects 
more the tremendously greater contact which mothers have 
with their children compared with fathers. conserva- 
tive figure, the typical mother probably has from three 
five times much opportunity distressed her 
children the typical father. That only twice many 
mothers fathers report their troubled periods suggests 
that, relative the opportunity have difficulties with 
their children, fathers are perhaps more likely feel the 
need for help than are mothers. This may even more 
striking possibility when considered that generally 
the role father, the United States least, involves 
also expectation that the mother will have the central 
role child rearing activities. 


One should not, course, ignore the point, raised earlier, 
that fathers may less inclined than mothers report 
candidly their feelings. But this really accounted for 
great portion the differences between mothers and 
fathers, might expected show general ten- 
all. Out approximately 220 fathers and 220 mothers 
who were contacted, only two fathers and one mother re- 
fused cooperate. When one considers that giving 
hour and half two hours their time the evening 
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was what fathers had order cooperate, can 
seen that there probably exists deep concern for their 
children. would have been quite understandable they 
refused saying that they had too little time home 
give stranger who wanted ask questions. 

marked contrast this, course, the interview rep- 
resented rather rewarding experience for many mothers; 
came welcome break the usual routine house- 
hold activities and even offered the possibility “free 
help” (all interviewers, course, were instructed not 
supply such help, but refer parents the University 
facilities for aid instead.) 

any case, likely that the preponderantly greater 
amount material and interest directed toward the mother 
various authorities seeking provide help for parents 
realistically directed. Nevertheless, might wise in- 
dicate the mothers, whom the advice directed, that 
their husbands, fact, share with them the concern and 
preoccupation with the fate their children. Nevertheless, 
there remains subsidiary problem. would appear the 
basis all kinds informal evidence that mothers tend 
feel very heavily the major responsibility for the wel- 
fare the child, that some way other they believe 
fathers not really feel the same way the same 
degree the concern for the child that they do. most 
instances, probably, the communication channels be- 
tween husband and wife could really opened up, these 
doubts and sources unrevealed conflict might re- 
solved. But while almost impossible reconstruct 
family simply means communication media even 
individual consultation, possible provide realistic 
evidence mothers that their husbands not, fact, lack 
interest the fate the children, but that, rather, the 
husbands are very deeply concerned with them. the 
expectations which fathers and mothers both share with 
regard the role fathers, and the necessary removal 
from the home for most the day which the working hus- 
band forced undergo, that make seem fathers 
are uninterested any basic way what goes the 
household. 


Some sources help have more prestige than others! 
This is, course, not surprising. Almost every segment 
our society has some kind assigned prestige value. 
However, the great disposition look toward physicians 
for help most striking. There are several ways which 
this tendency significant. 


Personal adjustment and parental difficulties 
medical problem: many respects what physicians 
connection with children’s adjustment problems 
parental difficulties auxiliary function; lies 
no-man’s land bounded several professions. is, 
course, entirely reasonable that the great success the 
medical profession dealing with illness should bring 
with the hope that similar success will attend its efforts 
elsewhere. There little evidence, however, that the 
typical physician receives any special training respect 
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child rearing; sure, pediatricians and child psy- 
chiatrists do, but they represent relatively small specialty. 
result, the marked tendency for parents look upon 
physicians major source help significant social 
fact which all people working with children and parents 
must (and, course, do) acknowledge; any attempt 
provide aid elaborate provisions for aid community 
basis, the physician entitled play major role 
virtue his reputation among parents. 

Hence, becomes the responsibility all trained per- 
sons, medical and non-medical, see that, among 
other things, the general medical practitioner somehow 
other obtains the training and orientation which will 
permit him render skilled services for problems will 
inevitably asked deal with, though for which his 
training has been minimal. the very least, this may con- 
sist acquainting him with non-medical trained specialists 
whom may legitimately refer individuals who come 
him for help. 


The teacher and nurse unrecognized resources: 
While may come surprise them, most sig- 
nificant that the teacher looked for help and, also, 
seen capable providing adequate aid. Now, there are 
three questions which arise here: 


(1) Should the teacher diverted from her typical 
role the classroom serve source information 
and counselor? probably inevitable that teachers 
will called upon serve these roles. difficult 
imagine school system where specially trained persons 
will exist such numbers that teacher can immediately 
blunt all efforts use her counselor referring par- 
ents these resources. And, course, questionable 
how much this should done because means that 
certain number people will simply not wish beyond 
this initial contact person. The training teachers, there- 
fore, which presently designed give them some fa- 
miliarity and skill working with parents, related 
such need. 


(2) How much additional training should the teacher 
receive? Here the crux the matter! one thing 
looked for service and another provide 
intensive level. For the teacher, heavy burden training 
and counseling must the expense substantive, class- 
room skills. Yet the nature the demands made upon 
teachers suggests that there should some minimal level 
understanding, sympathy, and skill expected them. 
Here then, for physicians, parent advising auxiliary 
function, but most significant one. would seem de- 
sirable, therefore, that some kind practical experience 
under supervision should form part the training teach- 
ers both the primary and secondary grade levels. may 
that the major outcome this supervised training 
would sensitize the teacher such way that she 
will become aware the need for some referral the 
special services which are increasingly offered school 
systems throughout this country. 
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(3) Other workers the educational framework re- 
lation the teachers the parent, the classroom teacher, 
principal, and superintendent are the persons who carry 
out the major tasks the school. Therefore, the special 
education worker and the counselor should regard the 
teacher ally and help rather than hindrance. 
While one may look upon the teacher primarily source 
referral, his relation the parent sufficiently close 
make desirable that his role communication channel, 
the very least, and co-worker, the best, shored 
up. There surely basis for attempting undercut his 
position relation parents. endangers the 
whole idea rendering special services parents and 
children within educational setting. One way which 
the special education worker could help encourage 
closer relationships between teachers and parents. There 
little doubt that the present time there tendency 
reduce minimize intimate contact between teach- 
ers and parents. Within our present institutional frame- 
work, this probably inevitable tendency. Never- 
theless, some reorganization school procedures 
which would bring about marked reduction the clerical 
and bookkeeping work the teacher, might possible 
free her time that she could spent more profitably 
working closer contact with parents and children. 
other words, while there are many people who com- 
plain today about the increasing role that the teacher has 
taken with regard influencing the life the child, 
more than likely that compared with the last century, for 
example, the teacher plays less, rather than more, 
part the life the children her care. 


The psychiatrist, psychologist, and social service 
worker and counselor unknowns: These three groups, 
which represent themselves the best trained individuals 
the field, are remarkably inconspicuous the eyes 
parents. While such fact, course, not evaluation 
the excellence the services they may render, surely 
represents kind prediction about the opportunity they 
will have help. true that for most problems 
confronting parents these groups are the ones best trained 
help, they shall have continue working diligently 
they have bringing themselves the attention par- 
ents. Whether sheer diligence will the trick, however, 
questionable. Some dramatic demonstration that they 
possess superior skill probably essential effect strik- 
ing change the thinking the public. 


The relatively strategic role which the teacher plays 
relation parents suggestive already existing rela- 
tionship which might strengthened. The practitioner 
working outside the school any other institutional setting 
directly accessible parents has ally the teacher. 
There is, sure, tendency exhibited many persons 
develop much the way service activities pos- 
sible within the framework education. And there 
surely tendency the part persons outside the school 
like physicians, counselors and social 


service workers—to develop them elsewhere. While 
unlikely that such competitive activities are likely 
eliminated the near future, they are not necessarily in- 
compatible with cooperative relationships among persons 
seeking render aid any given parent child. any 
case, the school system provides the most apparent source 
help parents. Psychiatrists, psychologists, social 
workers and teachers, therefore, face discouraging pros- 
pect relation the enormous need existing society. 
While their numbers remain low they do, however, 
there may some safety being inconspicuous. 


Related Studies: There are two studies dealing with 
some the same problems which the present investiga- 
tion has focused. shall discuss each them. 


(1) The Elmo Roper Survey Attitudes Toward Mental 
Health Louisville, connection with its 
study attitudes, this survey sought find out what kind 
image the people had about various professional groups. 
ranking different persons who could administer 
mental health program the city was obtained. The 
choices were: first, religious leaders and then family phy- 
sicians (very close together with per cent all 
followed psychiatrists (who varied terrifically 
function age and education respondents) and social 
workers, who were chosen per cent the respondents, 
followed closely fifth and sixth places mother and 
juvenile court judge. Way down the bottom the list 
below “Don’t know” and “No response” was sociologist 
per cent, and just above “Don’t know” and “No re- 
sponse” were psychoanalysts and psychologists per 
cent. 


The fact that were not ostensibly concerned with 
mental health probably gave our respondents different 
set and makes comparison our study with Roper’s 
dangerous, not impossible. But there apparently quite 


difference between what religious leaders, social work- 


ers, psychiatrists and psychologists are expected 
able relation community and what they 
can direct personal contact. 


interesting and related fact our own data the 
extent which the references psychologically trained 
groups and religious workers vary together. They appear 
regarded such similar light that likely there 
something they have common which has been com- 
municated the public. Our guess that the social service 
orientation which appears the Strong Interest Inventory 
distinctive interest pattern for some psychologists and 
personnel workers, ministry, public school, YMCA work- 
ers, etc., work here. This pattern, the way, 
quite different from the one exhibited physicians, who 
fall into human science group along with some other 
varieties psychologists, and which also includes such 
groups architects. 


Roper, Elmo, People’s Attitudes Concerning Mental Health: 
Study Made the City Louisville for the City Louisville and 
Colliers Magazine, New York: Roper, 1950. 
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(2) Ruth study Ohio farm families: This 
most closely related investigation the literature has re- 
sults substantially variance with those the present 
study. This especially true bears the role the 
physician. 

The study was conducted the Ohio State University, 
under the joint auspices the Department Home Eco- 
nomics and the Ohio Agricultural Experiment Station. 
While its methodology was different from ours, shall 
able compare the results the studies terms 
relative rankings different sources help. The actual 
percentage values are, the other hand, quite incom- 
mensurable. 


this study subjects were asked check which the 
following categories served child-help resources: pro- 
fessional advisors, e.g., doctors, ministers, teachers, and 
public health nurses; relatives, neighbors and friends and 
lay groups, extension, rural groups, school church 
meetings; past experience, work with children, teaching, 
advanced education related fields; and written re- 
sources. More than one-third all responses indicated 
friends and relatives were used, and exactly one-third re- 
ferred communication media. The remaining third was 
divided among the other three categories, with past ex- 
perience the next most mentioned about per cent. 


will recalled that with the list before them our 
study, physicians were ahead, with communication media 
and other trained following. Friends and relatives ac- 
counted for only about one-eighth our responses. 
our results are grouped somewhat the same manner 
Hoeflin’s, professional groups account for per cent 
which just about twice the figure she got for friends 
and relatives, but ten times great the figure she got 
professional groups. the other hand, communication 
media rank relatively high our study though not 
high they hers. 


Hoeflin also asked her subjects which the categories 
proved most valuable. First and second choices gave the 
edge quite clearly relatives and friends with past ex- 
perience coming fairly high first choice but drop- 
ping back second choice. Communication media were 
again reported highly helpful. These results also differ 
from the ones have reported. will recalled that 
was exactly these two, relatives and friends and communi- 
cation media, which our respondents listed being least 


helpful. 


difficult know how explain the differences, be- 
cause both methodology and the populations which were 
sampled differ. The present investigators are disposed 
favor the hypothesis that the differences are attributable 
the different groups studied. Hoeflin’s sample was com- 
posed rural farm people, while ours were drawn from 
the residents moderate sized city. Secondly, the edu- 
cational level our sample was distorted upward toward 


Hoeflin, Ruth, “Child-Rearing Practices and Child Care Re- 
sources Used Ohio Farm Families with Preschool Children,” 
Journal Genetic Psychology, (June, 1954), pp. 271-297. 
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the college group. seems reasonable assume that the 
nature farm life, even the Miami Valley Ohio, 
sufficiently isolative force greater reliance upon reading 
and personal relationships than upon professional aid for 
help. After all, trip physician within city region 
(which, also, usually better supplied with physicians) 
involves less disruption and expenditure time than 
similar trip from farm. 

There the possibility still another factor, however. 
was pointed out the beginning this report, the 
study Mangus and Seeley suggested that there was 
great deal emotional disturbance this same geo- 
graphical region. may be, therefore, that these people 
reject professional aid for the same reasons that they rely 
upon their friends and their own experience, including 
whatever they can read. But detailed exploration such 
question would certainly take far afield. 

The results will swmmarized reference each 
question turn. 


The first question dealt with need for help. Here the 
most outstanding finding was the great difference need 
expressed mothers and fathers, with more than half 
the fathers indicating that they never felt the need for aid, 
compared per cent for mothers. 


The second question dealt with the recency this 
need. Here again there were sex differences with mothers 
indicating the need relatively recent current while 
fathers tended have felt the need more the past. 


The third question elicited spontaneous statement 
what sources the parent would use for help. Here, 
physicians led the list with over one-third all responses 
given, while friends and relatives ran poor second 
per cent. 


When the respondents were shown list possible 
sources, there was some drop physicians, great rise 
other trained and communication media and slight down- 
ward change friends and relatives. 


When asked whom they had actually gone, phy- 
sicians still led the list but communication media had crept 
pretty close and other trained and friends and relatives 
were more than half frequent. 


With respect who gave the most help and the least 
help, physicians the helpful list with communication 
media weak second and other trained very weak third. 
Friends and relatives and communication media accounted 
for almost all the least helpful responses. 


Additional points noted are the following: 


Sex greater source variation than any the 
usual categories social structure. 


Physicians are clearly the most dominant and useful 
agents the eyes parents. 


Trained professional groups the sort represent 
are neither very well known nor very highly thought of. 
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Since the end World War have, perhaps, be- 
come complacent with respect the problem the ve- 
nereal diseases. Their control longer seen part 
wartime emergency. Wishful thinking may have led 
believe that the new “wonder drugs” for their treatment 
have solved the problem. Or, perhaps, new understanding 
the psychiatric aspects sexual promiscuity (the basic 
factor the spread venereal infection) has led 
rely too completely our thinking the values family 
life and mental health education connection with 
control. 

Whatever the the combination reasons, 
some the hard facts about venereal disease control are 
probably unknown many persons and have been virtu- 
ally forgotten others concerned with social welfare. 
recent report the American Social Hygiene Association! 
indicating that for the first time ten years the venereal 
disease rate the United States increasing suggests, 
then, that high time all took fresh look the old 
problem. 

begin with, should reminded that venereal 
infection results from sexual contact. There are, course, 
some exceptions this general statement. Infants’ eyes 
may infected with gonorrhea; unborn babies may 
infected with syphilis from mothers; and there are 
other very rare non-sexual causes infection. But, for all 
practical purposes, may stated flatly that the venereal 
diseases are spread only sexual contact. 


follows, then, that the more different partners 
sexual intercourse individual has, the greater the math- 
ematical chances his becoming infected. follows, also, 
that once individual has become infected his potential 
for infecting others and thus spreading the disease di- 
rectly proportional the number different sex partners 
has while infected. Therefore, sexual promiscuity 
the basic factor the spread venereal disease. 


The new treatments for venereal infection not alter 
this fact. They are effective and highly important; but they 
cannot expected control the diseases. For one thing, 
even the best imaginable treatment can effective only 
when the infection recognized, the treatment applied and 
the cure completed before further sexual contact. cite 
just one illustration how this obvious fact makes im- 
possible rely treatment for control, may note 
that persons infected with syphilis (especially women) 


Social Hygiene News, (2, February) 1957. 


may not aware their infection for long period 
time during which, they are promiscuous, they may 
infect many other persons. Hence, control sexual prom- 
iscuity remains the only approach the problem the 
venereal diseases. 

promiscuity throughout the world were suddenly 
cease; every person were definitely and completely 
confine sex relations within monogamous marriage and 
eschew re-marriage, then each infected person could in- 
fect only one other person. Improved treatment might cure 
some these. Eventual death would free others. There 
would possibility re-infection. This would the 
end venereal disease health problem—and inci- 
dentally would end some other social, ethical and emo- 
tional problems stemming from misuse the reproductive 
function. would, however, unquestionably create new 
problems physical and mental health. These need not 
speculated upon because completely monogamous 
society obviously impossible. 

However, possible and realistic think society 
constantly approaching the ideal monogamous mar- 
riage, society which there constant decrease adult- 
ery and promiscuity. Ultimately, this utopia may at- 
tained almost attained and venereal disease therefore 
controlled. The way this goal lies through education 
and the promotion mental health. Much promiscuity 
results from emotional disturbances and personality de- 
fects which lead people seek, sex, release from ten- 
sions which have become unbearable. Failing find the 
hoped-for release, the victim tries again and again. 


But there another kind promiscuity—or least 
“hard facts” about venereal disease control have tended 
overlook since World War II. This has with the 
promiscuity involved commercialized prostitution. Al- 
though there may emotional and personality involve- 
ments for the prostitutes well for their patrons, the 
salient factor this kind promiscuity profit and the 
number sexual contacts involved usually much 
greater than any other kind. 

Let look for moment what meant “com- 
mercialized prostitution.” the first place, strictly 
business enterprise. planned and managed execu- 
tives and their assistants. There are “madams” who operate 
the premises and supervise the girls. The operation ar- 
ranges for property rentals leases, provides for the 
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collection fees, the distribution wages, profits and 
donations. Arrangements are made for bail money the 
payment fines when token arrests temporarily disrupt 
business. 

The establishment conveniently but inconspicuously 
located with view attracting patronage without giving 
public offense. probably advertised signs reading, 
“Hotel” near entrances which cannot possibly mistaken 
for those legitimate hotels. Word-of-mouth advertising 
provided, for fees, some taxicab drivers, elevator 
operators legitimate hotels, bell-boys and others. 


this kind enterprise, the promiscuity the women 
involved, expressed mathematical terms, the pro- 
prietor what production-line figures are manufacturer. 
Hence, remember the relationship between the num- 
ber sexual contacts for individual and his chances 
both becoming infected and spreading the infection, 
apparent that commercialized prostitution the most 
effective all mechanisms for spreading the venereal 
diseases. 


should apparent that repression commercialized 
prostitution vital aspect the venereal disease con- 
trol program any community and that neither edu- 
cational program nor improved treatment alone suf- 
ficient. But there are those who advance arguments 
favor “organized prostitution.” 

One such argument that prostitution fills natural 
community need. “If there are prostitutes, what will 
men do? Our mothers, sisters, wives and daughters will 
not safe. Little girls will attacked secluded places.” 

This hardly worth considering. Who can believe that 
for lack commercial prostitutes the patrons will 
driven their urgent lusts lurk secluded place 
seize the first woman pass by? may suspected that 
this argument form propaganda emanating from 
the underworld when feels threatened. Occasional attacks 
women and children lonely places occur. these 
cases sex deviates and sociopathic personalities are in- 
volved. They are not directly related the presence 
absence commercialized prostitution. 

Another argument that commercialized prostitution 
repressed the girls will scatter through the communty 
“street walkers” and will continue spread venereal 
infection. There vast difference between functioning 
unit highly organized, well advertised sales or- 
ganization and functioning individual peddler. 
the laws are vigorously enforced, the few prostitutes who 
may attempt furtively continue the basis street 
solicitations cannot possibly convey the amount ve- 
nereal disease they could transmit units organiza- 
tion. Fewer prostitutes making fewer contacts equals 
fewer cases venereal disease. 

There are those who take the view that commercialized 
prostitution should segregated and made safe through 
medical examinations and treatment for venereal diseases. 
Attempts handle the matter this manner have been 
made throughout this country and many others all over 
the world. Such attempts have never been known suc- 
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ceed. Actually they are dangerous well futile. There 
the danger self-delusion and apathy the part 
community leadership that has misled itself into un- 
justified feeling accomplishment dealing with seri- 
ous problem. There also the danger that many will have 
been misled their community into false sense se- 
curity patronizing business that cannot possibly 
made safe through medical examinations and sanitary 
regulations. 


More serious than any these pseudo-arguments partly 
wholly favor commercialized prostitution the 
idea that nothing can done about anyway: “Prosti- 
tution the oldest profession the world. has existed 
despite all attempted controls and will inevitably continue. 

Remembering that are not here considering more 
less selective fornication adultery and are speaking 
commercialized prostitution, highly organized and 
profitable business with great efficiency spreading gon- 
orrhea and syphilis, let say emphatically that CAN 
REPRESSED. 

Commercialized prostitution vulnerable because 
highly organized and because illegal. can survive 
only through the active passive cooperation law en- 
forcement officials. Public officials, through the police, can 
readily disrupt the organization arrest and conviction 
the managers and their assistants including the madams. 
When this done, the organization rapidly disintegrates. 
Arrest and prosecution the girls completes the collapse 
the organization. Those who may escape prosecution 
cancel leases, dispose belongings and move elsewhere. 
there continued vigilance, the organization cannot 
rise again, although may try from time time. Thus 
the powerful mechanism for spreading venereal disease, 
commercialized prostitution, the main ceases exist. 

All this requires vigorous and honest enforcement 
laws. requires, too, informed public opinion. aid 
both these provided the United States through the 
services the American Social Hygiene Association. The 
specially trained “undercover” agents this organization 
make unannounced investigations commercialized pros- 
titution communities and report their findings ap- 
propriate officials and citizens. They are frequently able 
secure information about vice conditions which local 
police, all honesty, have been unable obtain. The 
work these agents has done much toward the repression 
prostitution cities all over the nation, including 
Oregon. 


HUMAN HEREDITY BULLETIN No. 


The second Bulletin use the film, Human Heredity 
now available from the Brown Trust, 220 
Alder Street, Portland Oregon. suggests three class- 
room experiments exercises teachers may use con- 
nection with the study genetics; and includes sample 
PTC paper for testing “taste blindness.” 
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LIVING ARRANGEMENTS AND SOCIAL ADJUSTMENT THE AGED* 


STONE 


State College Washington 


Problems the aged are not restricted the older 
population. Many people, they approach middle age, 
find themselves facing the problem what help 
their aging parents. 

Many parents are accustomed maintaining their own 
homes, independent help from their children. They may 
eventually find themselves unable live alone, and are 
faced with problem where live. Should they live 
with their children? Should they try get into home 
for older people? Should they hire someone come into 
their home care for them (assuming they are financially 

the other hand, adults with elderly parents are faced 
with the reverse side the same problem. Should they 
take their parents into their home? Should they move 
with their parents? Should they try get their parents 
into home for old folks? Should they hire somebody 
take care their parents? 

For many people there simple solution such 
problems. There certainly general solution which 
can applied every case. However, looking the 
way some families have worked out their situation, some 
insight concerning this question the most desirable 
living arrangements may gained. the purpose here 
examine some cases and find out social adjustment 
differs families which have worked out various solutions. 

the spring 1956 study the older population 
Thurston County, Washington, was conducted the De- 
partment Rural Sociology the State College Wash- 
ington. sample 549 persons sixty-five years age 
more was interviewed. Areas within the county (blocks 
towns and cities: sections the open country) were 
randomly selected and all older persons living within 
these areas were the sample. The exceptions were hus- 
band and wife combinations which both partners were 
sixty-five over. such cases ‘the interviewers rotated, 
first interviewing husband, then wife, then husband, 
and 

Nineteen per cent the respondents (102 cases) were 
sharing homes with their adult children. These 102 cases 
constituted per cent all respondents who had chil- 
dren living. Homes were shared with children larger 


proportion the older people living the open country 


Scientific Paper No. 1608, Washington Agricultural Experi- 
ment Stations, State College Washington. Work was conducted 
under Project 1324. 

more complete description the sampling process, see 
Carol Stone and Walter Slocum, Look Thurston County’s 
Older People, Washington Agricultural Experiment Stations Bul- 
letin 573, 1957. 


than persons living small towns cities. This result 
consistent with the findings the 1950 United States 
Census. That census showed larger proportion older 
farm persons living with their children than was true 
nonfarm persons. 

Sixty-two respondents (61 per cent the 102 cases) 
were sharing homes with their adult children for con- 
venience only. half these instances the respondents 
were heads the households. The children were actually 
living with their parents rather than parents living with 
their children. twenty-two cases the respondents were 
not the heads the households. seven cases the parents 
and children were joint heads. Two other respondents 
owned their homes but said that their son daughter was 
the head the household. 

per cent the cases the respondents were not able 
live alone. all these instances, poor health was 
the reason the people could not maintain their own house- 
holds. all but two these instances the sons daugh- 
ters were considered the heads the households. 

nine cases, the adult children needed place live. 
every one these instances the children were either 
invalid otherwise unable work. They had generally 
been under their parents’ care for their entire lives. 

Elderly persons were caring for grandchildren with none 
the intermediate generation the household nine 

The other six cases (completing the 102) were families 
which the children were too young out their 
own. all these instances the respondents were men. 

Families which the adults and their elderly parents 
were living together for the sake convenience were 
smaller than the other families. The larger families were 
more likely those which either the respondents 
their children were poor health. 

studying the relationship between living arrangement 
and social adjustment, comparisons will made between 
the older persons who were living with their children and 
those who were not living with them. The comparisons 
which follow not single persons, persons who 
had never had children, persons who had had children 
one time but longer had any living. They include 
all those who still had sons daughters living. 


Economic Status 
determine level living for the respondents, 


This index included such items income, ability get along 


income, ownership car, television set, telephone, washing ma- 
chine, and the rating the home. 
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eleven questions concerned with economic status were 
scaled the Guttman technique. final index number was 
determined for each respondent. The respondents who were 
living with their children rated higher the level 
living index than did those who were not living with their 
children. The respondents who were sharing living quar- 
ters with their children for convenience only had the highest 
indices; those whose grown children needed place 
live had the lowest. 

There was practically difference between those living 
with children and those not living with children the 
question whether not they could get along their 
incomes. However, there were differences between the 
various arrangements those sharing homes with their 
children. Where either the respondents the adult chil- 
dren could not live alone (poor health was involved 
every case) none had more than enough income which 
get along. Fourteen per cent those who were caring 
for their adult children were not able make ends meet. 
Only per cent all those living with their children could 
not make ends meet. Thirty-six per cent had more than 
enough get along. 

Only six the 102 respondents depended solely upon 
their adult children for financial support. The other re- 
spondents listed such sources Old Age Assistance, Social 
Security, savings, earnings (for the few that were still 
working), rent, and insurance. Generally income came 
two more these sources. 

about per cent the 102 cases the adult children 
provided their parents with place live cost. Some 
them also included their board cost. However, 
some parents did pay room rent paid for both room and 
board. the other hand, there were also some parents 
who were paid for room and board their adult chil- 
dren. These, course, would children living with their 
parents their parents’ homes. 


Satisfaction with Living Arrangements 


The older people who were sharing living arrangements 
with their adult children for the sake convenience were 
more likely satisfied with their living arrangements 
than any other group, including the older people who were 
not living with their children. The greatest amount dis- 
satisfaction was found among those who were caring for 
ill invalid children. 

Some dissatisfaction, however, was found other 
arrangements. One interesting example respondent 
who was dissatisfied with the situation that seventy- 
three-year-old woman who lived with her seventy-four- 
year-old husband, their divorced daughter, and the daugh- 
ter’s two little girls, ten and eleven years age. The re- 
spondent and her husband owned their home. They had 
lived there for thirty-four years. The daughter helped with 
the house work some, but she worked away from home 
telephone operator. The respondent cared for the grand- 
children while the daughter worked. The elderly couple 
received Social Security and also board and room from 
the daughter. 
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The respondent was satisfied with the situation but her 
husband, who was not interviewed but was present during 
his wife’s interview, was very opinionated and obstinate. 
found fault with everything and even said that his 
granddaughters were very noisy and ill-behaved and that 
there was peace his home. said would like 
better the granddaughters lived Montana. 

Another case which illustrates the satisfaction which 
can found living arrangement which the elderly 
parent shares the home with son daughter that 
eighty-seven-year-old widower. His wife had died seven 
years previously, and lived with his forty-nine-year-old 
daughter. had moved with the daughter when his 
wife had died. considered the daughter the head the 
household; she owned her own home. prepared his own 
lunch and took care his own room. was hard 
hearing, but his daughter had purchased earphones for 
the television set that could hear without disturbing 
anyone else. said was completely happy with the 
daughter; she couldn’t better him. had appre- 
ciable income but lived from small savings that draws 
for spending money. was interested everything 
around him from his neighbor’s garden the international 
situation. One could say that this man had adjusted very 
well his widowhood and sharing his daughter’s home. 

Most the respondents said that they planned live 
permanently where they were now living. However, more 
those sharing homes with adult children for the sake 
convenience planned stay permanently than was true 
even those who were not living with their children. Plans 
move were most frequent among those who were caring 
for invalid children for grandchildren. 


Use Time 


study older people would complete without 
some information about how they spend their time. Older 
people generally have considerable leisure time since many 
them are longer gainfully Also, many can 
longer take part the activities which they had pre- 
viously participated. 

The respondents who shared living quarters with their 
adult children had more leisure time (hours free spend 
they please) than did those who did not live with their 
children. matter fact, one-third those living with 
their children averaged least ten hours day leisure 
time compared with only per cent the others. The re- 
spondents who were caring for grandchildren had the 
least leisure time any group. Those who were not able 
live alone (all them poor health) had the most 
leisure time. 

Most the respondents were able fill their leisure 
hours with activity some kind. However, per cent 
the respondents who were unable live alone had time 
their hands and didn’t know what with their free 
time. Only per cent the group who were sharing living 
quarters for convenience and per cent those who were 
not living with their children had such “surplus” time. This 
especially significant since other writers have pointed 


out that sharing home with adult children often means 
too much leisure time.* The elderly parents often are not 
given responsibility the home and may feel that they 
are not useful. Evidently this was not the case very many 
the examples this study. 

The favorite pastimes the respondents who were 
sharing homes with their adult children were almost 
identical with the favorite pastimes those who were not 
living with their children. However, those living with their 
children were more likely than the others watch tele- 
vision. Also, respondents who were unable live alone 
were more likely enjoy visiting. 

The respondents were asked about their satisfaction with 
their opportunities enjoy interests and hobbies. Here 
again, those who lived with sons daughters for the sake 
proved the best position. They were 
more satisfied than any the other groups (including 
those not living with their children). Those unable live 
alone were the least satisfied. 


Social Adjustment 

Another scale score was developed, using the Guttman 
scaling technique, measure social adjustment. The final 
score was based six items, including composite par- 
ticipation score (participation formal satis- 
faction with opportunity with family and relatives, 
satisfaction with opportunity enjoy interests and hobbies, 
satisfaction with close friends, satisfaction with 
housing, and preference for living arrangement. The high- 
est scale scores (better adjustment) were found among the 
respondents who shared homes with their adult children 
because convenience and among the respondents who 
had children too young out their own. The lowest 
scores were found among those whose children needed 
place live. Parents living with children (taking the 
group whole) differed little from those not living with 
children. 


Problems 

The respondents were asked about the three most im- 
portant problems facing them today. interesting 
note that almost half all the respondents (45 per 
cent) said that they had problems. This was true 
those sharing homes with their adult children well 
those not living with their children. Respondents who were 
sharing homes with their children for the sake con- 
venience had fewer problems than any other group. Those 
living with their children because necessity had the most 
problems. 

Health, finances, and lonesomeness were the three most 
frequently mentioned problems. would expected, 
health was most often problem the group that was not 
able live alone (mentioned per cent that group). 
Only per cent them had indicated that they were 
good health. But per cent the respondents living with 
their adult children for convenience only and per cent 


Ruth Shonle Cavan, “Family Life and Family Substitutes 
Old Age,” American Sociological Review, (February, 1949), 
79. 


those who were not living with their children reported 
good health. Therefore, those unable live alone would 
expected list health problem more often than 
any other group. 

Respondents who were unable live alone were also 
more likely than any other group mention “lonesome- 
ness” problem. will recalled that this same group 
was more likely than others mention visiting. 


Conclusion 

These findings are not conclusive any means. How- 
ever, they seem point out that adults’ sharing 
homes with their elderly parents should not always con- 
sidered last alternative. This study Thurston County’s 
older people shows that the arrangement can very satis- 
factory, least from the elderly parents’ point view. 
attempt was made interview the children this study 
obtain their opinions. 

Adjustments this home sharing appear quite 
favorable. That statement seems particularly true the 
families that share living arrangements for the sake 
convenience and not because necessity. 


FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION SEATTLE 


Family Life Education Seattle, Vocational Pro- 
gram Adult Homemaking, supervises over Play 
Groups and conducts some 173 classes for Play Group 
parents and other community groups who request leader- 
ship (PTA, Preschool, YMCA, YWCA, church groups 
and many others). 

This year work for parents begins with Leadership 
Institute the University Washington campus, joint 
project Family Life Education Division the Seattle 
Public Schools and the University’s Institute Child 
Development, cooperation with the Seattle Council 
P.T.A. Jay Fogg, Personnel Department Consultant and 
special lecturer Family Life Education will discuss the 
contribution the leader and the responsibility group 
members successful discussion group. “New Directions 
Parent the theme the luncheon session, 
with Harry Garrison, Principal Cleveland High 
Seattle, speaker. 

Following this one-day Institute leaders will find con- 
tinuing help workshop held each Wednesday morning 
during October and November the Administrative and 
Service Center, Seattle Public Schools. Beginning leaders 
may come here for instruction organizing their groups; 
experienced leaders will find additional information, prac- 
tice and help solving current problems. 

The basic class for Play Group parents, “Understand- 
ing Children’s Behavior,” will meet the Administrative 
and Service Center through October and November. This 
class also offers professional credit for teachers. Here par- 
ents and teachers study children’s behavior and discuss 
family relationships seeking better understanding 
children home and school. 

CRUM 


the coordinator 


PARTICIPATION FATHERS, MOTHERS AND TEENAGE SONS 
AND DAUGHTERS SELECTED FAMILY ECONOMIC ACTIVITY* 


THEODORE JOHANNIS, JR. 


University Oregon 


One the topics seldom discussed the texts used 
functional courses marriage and the family the di- 
vision responsibility within the family, especially the 
area economic activity. Data describing the participa- 
tion fathers and mothers and their teenage offspring 
such activity are presented below well discus- 
sion some the implications the findings for the 
family life educator. 


six teenage sons and one fifty teenage daughters re- 
ported that they earned money for the family. Income 
production was shared activity nearly two out five 
the families. 

Not all the money earned sons and daughters was 
considered them family income, for per cent 
the sons and per cent the daughters usually pro- 
vided the children’s spending money compared per 


TABLE 


PER CENT FATHERS, MOTHERS AND TEENAGE SONS AND DAUGHTERS PARTICIPATING SELECTED FAMILY 
ECONOMIC ACTIVITY* 


1027 Non-Broken White Families) 


A Shared Teenage Teenage 

Activity Father Mother Son Daughter 

Activity Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent 
Selects large household equipment 61.9 68.7 90.2 5.0 6.8 
Shops for furniture and furnishings 62.3 93.5 4.6 13.7 
42.5 84.1 32.0 37.4 
68.8 73.2 3.0 2.1 
29.3 95.6 30.1 44.3 
for family’s new 91.3 46.5 10.8 15.0 
Provides children’s spending 77.3 56.1 21.4 4.6 
97.9 32.8 15.7 2.2 
High 61.9 97.9 95.6 32.0 44.3 


* These items are listed in rank order according to the percentage of the families in which the activity was shared, i.e., usually participated in by two or more members 


of the family. 


The data were supplied 1027 high school sophomores 
living non-broken white families Tampa, Florida 
the spring 1953. The median age fathers was 43.7 
years, the mothers 39.6 years and respondents 15.1 
years. The fathers and mothers had been married median 
19.0 years and had median 2.2 children whom 
median 1.9 were still living home. The median 
education fathers was 9.1 years, mothers 8.9 years. 
One half the fathers and one half the mothers who 
worked were “blue collar” and service occupations. 
Seven out ten fathers and mothers had been reared 
the southeastern section the United States. 

Fathers were found playing their traditional role 
family income provider per cent the non-broken 
families studied. Fathers were assisted the income pro- 
duction function two mothers out five. Only one out 


The author wishes express his appreciation the 
Brown Trust and The Graduate School the University Oregon 
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cent and per cent respectively who reported that they 
contributed family income. 

Fathers were found the main providers the chil- 
dren’s spending money (78 per cent participated). 
However, mothers also played active part this eco- 
nomic activity with slightly more than one half the 
mothers reported participating. See Table for details. 

Mothers were found the central figures family 
purchasing agent roles all but one the five items 
studied. This one exception was the automobile for which 
nearly twice many fathers mothers shopped. Fathers 
were found play more active part the purchase 
items which require the expenditure relatively large 
sums money one time such automobiles, large 
household equipment and furniture than the purchase 
the routine items such groceries and clothing. 

Shopping for furniture, household furnishings and large 
household equipment was shared activity six out ten 
families. The central figure this family financial opera- 


tion the mother with considerable help from father. 
Relatively few sons and daughters played role here but 
nearly three times many daughters sons engaged 
this economic activity. 

Nearly twice many fathers mothers shopped for 
the family’s new car. was shared activity nearly 
one half the families. One half again many daughters 
sons participated this economic activity although the 
participation these teenagers relatively low. Perhaps 
some the sons are beginning look forward the 
purchase their own cars may already own their own 
and hence are not much concerned with the family car. 

Mothers were found playing their traditional role 
purchaser the families’ clothes with ninety-six out 
hundred usually participating this activity. three 
four out ten families fathers and teenagers also par- 
ticipated this activity. Participation teenage sons and 
daughters this activity was about the highest any 
the economic activities studied. teenagers, especially 
daughters, are interested clothes this relatively high 
level participation probably indicated the purchase 
their own clothing. The purchase clothing was par- 
ticipated two more family members nearly one 
half the families. 

slightly over one half the families, shopping for 
groceries shared economic activity. Mothers play the 
central role but interesting note that one sixth 
the mothers not usually shop for groceries. About one 
half many fathers mothers participated this ac- 
tivity. slightly larger percentage the fathers shopped 
for groceries than did either sons daughters. 


Both teenage sons and daughters appeared more apt 
participate the purchasing items for their own in- 
dividual use such clothes items such groceries. 
the purchase large items more less permanent 
nature such cars, furniture and household equipment 
children were found play but minor roles. 

Fathers were found somewhat more active than 
mothers family bill payers although but three-fourths 
the fathers and three-fifths the mothers usually par- 
ticipated this economic activity. Apparently many 
the families studied either the father the mother 
paid the bills but not both was found shared 
activity but two out Few sons and 
daughters played roles here: but one out every fourteen 
usually paid bills. 

About equal proportion, seven out ten, fathers 
and mothers planned savings for the family. Teenagers 
were found seldom share this important family func- 
tion although was shared activity nearly one-half 
the families studied. When two more family members 
shared planning the family’s savings program, was the 
father and the mother who participated rather than the 
parents and the children. 

from per cent the families the economic 


activities were found shared function; that is, they 
were usually participated two more members 
the family. The least shared activity was earning money 
for the family, and the most selecting large household 
equipment. 

The family life educator may well consider some 
the implications the data presented above. Examination 
the data shows that participation the economic activi- 
ties selected for study was not shared the majority 
the families studied. many the families which the 
activity was shared, the sharing was between fathers and 
mothers rather than between parents and their teenage 
What real affect does our teaching the im- 
portance sharing the family have our students 
when the teenager with whom are working knows that 
does not regularly participate many these economic 
activities that their family particular economic 
activity was the responsibility the father the 
mother but not both? Suppose young woman from the 
sharing Jones’ family married young man from the 
father-does-it-by-himself Smith family. What happens 
the development satisfactory division labor within 
their new developing family both husband and wife ex- 
pect the pattern participation the family which they 
were reared carried over into the one that they begin 
form marriage? 

secondary teacher the field family life educa- 
tion teaches that the sharing should mutual, then what 
she really saying the members her class who come 
from families which one parent both dominate the 
family financial behavior? 

what extent are teach the ideal the sharing 
responsibility all family members? From the data 
used this study one can see that there are many patterns 
among families regarding participation economic ac- 
tivity. Are teach one pattern—a sharing pattern—or 
would wiser teach that there are many patterns 
and that the important thing find marital partner 
with whom one can work out pattern participation 
with which both husband and wife can agree? 

general the participation members the family 
the economic area followed along traditional lines; that 
is, fathers the activities traditionally assigned them 
and mothers those that have been traditionally their 
balliwicks. Teenagers, even though they soon will form- 
ing their own families, see themselves playing relatively 
little part family financial affairs. 

When one realizes that these young people not see 
themselves regularly participating family economic 
activity, who give them real chance learn doing 
before rather then after marriage? 

The data also indicate that the sharing process the 
economic activity area has not moved far along toward 
the active participation several family members 
much our family life education literature would lead 
believe. 


the coordinator 
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